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Script for Video: SEND support in early years settings

Title slide

This is a recording of one of our online sessions for parents and carers which
explores support for children in early years settings who have special educational
needs (or SEN). This session was coproduced with parents and carers and
practitioners in our county of Suffolk and is based on what they wanted to know.
The recording will also explore support for children with disabilities and medical
needs.
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The Early Years Foundation Stage Framework is clear that ‘every child deserves the
best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential.’

(Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Framework Introduction, para 1)

This video aims to build your overall understanding and confidence so that you can
work with early years settings to explore and agree the right support for your child.
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So this recording will explore:

Some key principles of SEN support, and early assessment

We're going to look at examples of whole group inclusive approaches which benefit
all children as well as those with SEN

We’re going to explain what's known as the graduated approach or the graduated
cycle of SEN support and how you and your child are involved. And we’ll explain
what happens if a child needs some more support.

We’'ll look at what the law says regarding support for children with medical needs or
disabilities

And we'll finish with some resources which may help parents at home.


http://www.suffolksendiass.co.uk/
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I'm going to be referring to the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of

Practice in this recording. This is statutory guidance, which comes directly from the
Children and Families Act of 2014.

All early years providers which offer fully funded places to 2 year olds and 3 and 4
year olds must meet the requirements of the SEND Code of Practice.
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We’'ll also be referring to the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework.

This is the legal framework for children’s early education aged 0 — 5 years. It
provides standards for all children’s learning and their development and care in early
years settings (including those with additional needs).

All early years providers must follow the learning and development requirements
set out in this framework.

And we’ll be including exact references to this framework and to the SEND code of
practice in this recording.
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So let's start by looking at some key principles about support for children with SEN.

All early years providers are expected to identify a Special Educational Needs
Coordinator (or SENCO).

(SEND Code of Practice, para 5.54)

Their role includes making sure that all the early years staff understand their
responsibilities to children with SEN and making sure that parents are closely
involved.

Childminders are encouraged to identify a person to act as a SENCo. Childminders
who are registered with a childminder agency or who are part of a network may wish
to share the role between them.
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The SEND Code of Practice says that all early years providers are required to have
arrangements in place to identify and support children with SEN and disabilities and
to promote equality of opportunity for children in their care.

(SEND Code of Practice, para 5.12)



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf

Under the Equality Act of 2010, a child cannot be excluded or denied a place due to
health or developmental needs. Settings must provide an inclusive environment.
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The aims of the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework include ensuring

guality and consistency in early years settings so that every child makes good
progress and no child gets left behind.

And also making sure that all settings offer quality opportunities and do not
discriminate, so that every child is included and supported.

(EYFS Framework, Introduction, paragraph 3)

How will parents first know if their child has additional needs?
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Children with more complex developmental and vision or hearing needs may have
these needs identified when they are born. This may be through health
assessments such as the hearing screen test, which is used to check the hearing of
all new-born babies.

Some other children’s needs are identified before they enter an early years setting
during routine health checks which we will be discussing in a minute.

The SEND Code of Practice says:

‘Health services, including paediatricians, the family’s general practitioner, and
health visitors, should work with the family, support them to understand their child’s
needs and help them to access early support.’

(SEND Code of Practice 2015, paragraph 5.14)

Slide 10
The Children and Families Act makes clear that where a health body believes that a
young child has or probably has special educational needs, they must:

Inform the child’s parents and bring the child to the attention of the local authority;

They must give parents the opportunity to discuss their opinion;


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/part/3/enacted

And let parents know about any voluntary organisations that are likely to be able to
provide advice or assistance.

(Children and Families Act 2014, Section 23)
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When a child is aged between two and three, early years practitioners must do a
progress check and give parents a short, written summary of their child’s
development in key areas identifying:

Your child’s strengths and any areas where your child’s progress is a bit slower than
expected.

Where there are concerns or evidence of a special educational need or disability, a
targeted plan will be developed involving you and other professionals like the
SENCo and health professionals.

(SEND Code, para 5.23)
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In addition to the progress check, the Healthy Child Programme checks physical
development milestones when your child is between the ages of 2 and 3 years old.

This programme check and the progress check should inform each other. The ideal
situation is to have an integrated review but this may not happen for you. Don’t
assume that the information is automatically shared between these two checks.

Parents need to give permission for staff and health visitors to share information.
So, if you are happy for this to happen, give your permission for information to be
shared when your child is having each of these checks, to help build an overall
picture of your child’s needs.

We would recommend that you always share information from both these checks
with staff when your child starts at an early years setting for the first time or when
they move to a new one.
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In addition to these formal checks, the early years foundation stage framework says
that:

‘Throughout the early years, if a child’s progress in any prime area gives cause for
concern, practitioners must discuss with the child’s parents and/or carers and agree
how to support the child.



Practitioners must consider whether a child may have a special educational need or
disability which requires specialist support.’

(Early Years and Foundation Stage Framework, para 1.12)

Settings can prepare information to share with the school. This is especially
important for children with additional needs which we'll look at later.
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And the SEND Code says:

‘All those who work with young children should be alert to emerging difficulties and
respond early.’

The Code states that a clear approach to assessing SEN ‘should be part of the
setting’s overall approach to monitoring the progress and development of all
children.’

(SEND Code of Practice, para 5.5 & 5.20)
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All early year group settings, including childminders, can make adjustments for the
whole group which can support children with additional needs and help them to feel
included.

So we’re going to take a few minutes to explore some examples of whole group
support which settings could reasonably offer.
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Visuals are particularly helpful and are commonly used in primary and secondary
schools too. These can include visuals for making routines clear to all children and
this might be something you already use at home.

They can help children to understand sequencing like what will happen now and
what will happen next. Visuals might be images or they might be real objects which
refer to the activity happening now and the next activity like the spade you can see
on screen to represent sand play. These are sometimes known as objects of
reference.

Visuals can also support young children to build their independence like hanging
their coat and bag on a peg or putting their lunch box on a trolley.
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Visuals are often used to label areas in a room or to label resources.

They can help young children to understand instructions like how to wash their
hands.

And visuals are particularly important in supporting communication throughout the
education journey of children and young people. In early years settings visuals
might include the use of puppets or Makaton signs or images to help children
recognise different emotions.
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This slide shows some examples of inclusive whole-group approaches which benefit
all children, including those with additional needs.

Multi-sensory approaches refers to activities which involve using our senses like
touch and smell. In early years settings this might include practicing multisensory
letter formation in the sand or doing sky writing. Multi sensory maths might include
using cards for fraction work or building tens.

Resources like the ‘superhero me’ template you can see on screen demonstrate the
importance of all settings supporting all children to appreciate their strengths.

Uncluttered rooms will help ease of movement for everyone, including those with
mobility issues and having dedicated quiet spaces help to promote listening and
language in all children.

Staff can slow the pace and pause in their activities like for example when they are
singing or saying rhymes to help all children to process the language information.
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To see how this can work, you may like to watch this video produced by the Family
and Childcare Trust: (14) Sandcastle Playgroup subtitled - YouTube

It shows examples of how a playgroup in Suffolk has made adaptations for everyone
which also benefit children with additional needs.

Whole group adjustments may meet the needs of some children with additional
needs but there will be others who may still struggle.
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Let’s move on to explaining what a special educational need or SEN is and what
happens if a SEN is identified.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NSL63FQ9se8
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The law says that a child or young person will have a special educational need or
SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which means they need
educational support ‘that is additional to, or different from, that made generally for
other children or young people of the same age.’

This is called special educational provision.

(SEND Code of Practice, intro paras xiii and xv as per the Children and Families Act
20 (1))
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Just to be clear:

A delay in learning or development in the early years may or may not indicate that a
child has SEN. Children learn at different paces and may plateau for a time and
then catch up.

Equally, difficult or withdrawn behaviour does not necessarily mean that a child has
SEN.

However, where a child’s progress gives cause for concern, there should be an
assessment to find out if there are any underlying factors like a communication
difficulty. (SEND Code of Practice, paragraph 5.29)

This could be an assessment carried out in the setting, like the communication
assessment tool WellComm.

Practitioners should consider all the information about the child’s learning and
development from within and beyond the setting (like the formal checks we
mentioned earlier) and this should include observations of the parents.
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There are four areas of special educational need:

Cognition and learning covers difficulties in thinking skills like processing information
and sequencing, difficulties with working memory and comprehension and includes
children with moderate learning difficulties.

Children with social emotional and mental health needs may need extra support with
managing their feelings and understanding behaviour expectations and developing
self-confidence and self-control


https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/assessments/products/wellcomm/

Communication and interaction covers support for children struggling to say what
they want to, understand what is being said to them and understanding social rules
of communication.

And the sensory and physical category covers children who have vision, hearing
and multi-sensory impairment and also those with physical difficulties.

Individual children may have needs that cut across all these areas and their needs
may change over time. So support for a child should always be based on an
understanding of their particular strengths and needs.
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The SEND Code of Practice says that:

‘It is particularly important in the early years that there is no delay in making any
necessary special educational provision.” Which means support.

The Code continues:

‘Where a setting identifies a child as having SEN they must work in partnership with
parents to establish the support the child needs.’

(SEND Code of Practice, paras 5.36 & 5.37)
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Following the Children and Families Act of 2014, early years settings are expected
to follow what's known as the graduated approach to SEN support. This involves a
4 stage cycle of assess, plan, do and review and we're going to look at each of
these stages in turn.

The SEND Code says that ‘Parents should be involved in planning support and,
where appropriate, in reinforcing the provision or contributing to progress at home.’

(SEND Code of Practice para 5. 41)
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The first stage in the cycle is assessing your child's need

This is where the early years practitioner, working with the setting special
educational needs coordinator (or SENCo) and with you, will have carried out an
analysis of your child’s needs.

(SEND Code of Practice sections 5.39)



So they will draw on their understanding of your child's progress and attainment, the
views of you and your child, and if relevant, the advice of external services.
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The SEND Code says:

‘Parents know their children best and it is important that all practitioners listen and
understand when parents express concerns about their child’s development.’

The code makes clear that ‘parents early observations of their child are crucial.’
(SEND Code of Practice, paragraphs 5.5 and 5.14)

And we will shortly be looking at the kind of information that will be important for you
to share as part of this process.
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The 2nd stage is where support for your child is planned and here the early years
practitioner, often with the SENCo, explores and agrees with you and as far as
possible with your child, what support the setting will offer based on what your child
needs to be able to do, which is often referred to as outcomes.

They should agree the expected impact of the support strategies and also a clear
date for reviewing these, to check that they are working. So if you are meeting with
the setting to explore and agree SEN support, make sure that before you leave you
have all agreed a date for review.

The SEND Code is clear that ‘Plans should take into account the views of the child’
So that support is person-centred.

(SEND Code of Practice, paragraph 5.40)
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So let’s just take a minute to look at some examples of support which early years
settings might reasonably explore with you in this planning stage of the graduated
cycle of SEN support.

For young children who may have a vision impairment, support might include the
use of toys with good colour contrast or which are noisy or particularly tactile.

A setting could use personalised stories or puppets to help a child to:

e Explore books;



e Explore their feelings and experiences;
e And to explore solutions and help build confidence.

Children are often fascinated by puppets and tend to interact strongly with them, and
this helps support their overall development. They encourage imaginative play and
give children a chance to pretend to be someone else or something else. This can
lead for example to them overcoming shyness and fear and encourage greater use
of language.
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Children with mobility needs can be given plates and bowls with raised edges and
light chunky cutlery.

Adjustments settings can make to their provision might include:

Flexibility with the environment — for example rearranging furniture to make or
providing a sensory area

Or flexibility with routines — for example so that a child doesn’t need to line up and
sit for snack time if this would be difficult for them.

These are just some examples. Every child is different and will present with
different needs. So it will be important for you to share everything you know about
the kind of support which helps your child best.
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Remember you are an expert on your child!

You've been making adjustments to support your child since their birth.

So think about:

How do you get your child’s attention?

How do you help your child to re-focus on something, if they have lost attention?

How do you support your child to prepare for something new or different or a change
to the usual routine?

And don’t forget to share what the best ways are to help your child to calm down if
they are upset.
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Share what you know helps your child.

This includes the best way to communicate with them. If your child has little
language, do you use any visuals or signs at home like PECS or Makaton?

Or maybe you use a string of photos to explain a bedtime routine?
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Now we come to the third stage in the graduated cycle of ‘do’ where the setting gets
on with putting the SEN support plan into practice.

The early years practitioner, usually the child’s key person, remains responsible for
working with the child on a daily basis.

With the help of the SENCo, they should make sure that the agreed support is put in
place.

(SEND Code of Practice, paragraph 5.42)
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The final and very important stage in the graduated cycle is the review where the
setting evaluates the impact and quality of the support, deciding on any changes
with you and ‘taking into account the child’s views.’

So you will be looking at what has worked well, what has not worked as well as
expected, and what the setting can do next to try and help your child make better
progress.

‘The SEND Code says that parents should have clear information about the impact
of the support and interventions provided, enabling them to be involved in planning
next steps.’

(SEND Code of Practice, paragraph 5.43)
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So, just to be clear, the SEND code says that at each stage parents should be
engaged with the setting, contributing their insights to assessment and planning of
support.’

(SEND Code of Practice, para 5.44)



This graduated cycle of SEN support is an ongoing process and how long it takes to
go through a full cycle and start the next will depend on the individual needs of your
child.

For some children who are really struggling the review may take place just a few
weeks after the agreed support was put in place, so that everyone can closely
monitor the effectiveness of the plan and be ready to explore different adjustments.
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Let’s consider a few frequently asked questions. Many parents raise the issue of
difficulties with food. Maybe your child doesn’t want to sit for a snack. Or perhaps
they may not enjoy a typical healthy snack that the setting supplies.

If your child has difficulties eating, explain to the setting what your child may find
difficult and why.

For example, tell them if you believe that your child’s food tastes are related to
Sensory processing issues.

Share what approaches you find work well.
Does ‘desensitising’ help?

For example, exposing your child to new foods slowly at snack or lunch times
alongside other children. Or desensitising might involve learning to grow foods or
cook and prepare them.
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Parents often share concerns about behaviour and worry about how understanding
and flexible staff will be.

Explain to staff any difficulties or triggers which may lead to some more challenging
behaviour if left unaddressed.

For example, perhaps changes to routine is a trigger for your child if they are not
properly prepared, or perhaps they find it difficult if other children get too close to
them physically or they experience loud noises. Or maybe clothes labels are
irritating on a sensory level.

Share what you have found:

Helps lower your child’s initial stress or anxiety or frustration (for example, maybe
you’ve found visuals helpful to explain routines or emotions.)



And share what you have found helps your child to calm down (perhaps a weighted
blanket or stroking a soft cushion, or maybe introducing particular toys or having
access to a quiet space is helpful for your child.
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The Early Years Foundation Stage Framework says:

Practitioners must consider the individual needs, interests, and development of each
child in their care, and must use this information to plan a challenging and
enjoyable experience for each child in all areas of learning and development.’

The framework is clear that:

‘Each child must be assigned a key person. Their role is to help ensure that every
child’s care is tailored to meet their individual needs.’

(Early Years Foundation Stage Framework, paras 1.11 & 3.27)
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The overarching principle of the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework is that:

‘children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support
from adults who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to
build their learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between
practitioners and parents and/or carers.’

(Early Years Foundation Stage Framework, paragraph 6)
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The local authority Early Years and Childcare service can offer settings advice,
guidance and training to support children with SEND.

This includes:
Sensory processing difficulties

Support for children with different types of special educational need, for example
communication and interaction needs

Support for using visuals with children
The use of Makaton

And supporting children with Autistic Spectrum Disorders.
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What if your child is waiting for a particular assessment?

You don’t have to wait for an assessment to share what you know about your child’s
difficulties and what support helps best.

A diagnosis of a medical condition alone will not make any difference to the support
a setting will offer — all support is led by a child’s individual needs.

An assessment report may however clarify a child’s needs, but your knowledge will
always be key.
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All children with SEND are entitled to an inclusive education. It is not a privilege, it is
a right.

The SEND Code is clear that:

‘Leaders of early years settings.. should establish and maintain a culture of high
expectations that expects those working with children and young people with SEN or
disabilities to include them in all the opportunities available to other children and
young people so that can achieve well.’

(SEND Code of Practice, paragraphs 1.3 As per Children and Families Act 2014,
Section 35)
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To find out more around inclusion and exclusion in early years settings, schools and
colleges, you may like to watch our separate video:

(14) Inclusion in education for pupils with SEND - YouTube
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When it comes to transition, SEN support should include planning and preparing for
this, before a child moves into another setting or school. To support this,
information should be shared by the current setting with the receiving setting or
school. The current setting should agree with parents the information to be shared
as part of this planning process.

You may find our termly training session or our video around transition helpful, along
with information and frequently asked questions on our SENDIASS website.

(14) Preparing for Transition to Primary School - YouTube



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuhDwcRzE6s&t=700s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQ2B2IaN7C0&t=10s
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Now we’ve so far discussed the graduated cycle of SEN support but there will be
some children who may still struggle despite the additional targeted support.
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The SEND code says that

‘Where a child continues to make less than expected progress, despite evidence
based support and interventions that are matched to the child’'s area of need,
practitioners should consider involving specialists.

The decision to involve specialists should be taken with the child’s parents.’
(SEND Code, para 5.48)

So who might these specialists be?
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Specialist help might come from:

Health visitors

Speech and language therapists

The community nursing team

Or an educational psychologist from Suffolk’s Psychology and Therapeutic services.

These practitioners can help identify effective strategies, or equipment or
programmes or other interventions to help a child to make good progress.
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The SEND Code is clear that:

‘Where assessment indicates that support from specialist services is required, it is
important that children receive it as quickly as possible.’

(SEND Code of Practice, para 5.9)
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In addition the SEND Code states that:



‘Early years practitioners working with children should monitor and review the
progress and development of all children throughout the early years.’

(SEND Code of Practice, para 5.27)
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Parents often share concerns about whether the early years setting will be able to
afford the support their child may need.
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For most children with SEN and disabilities the early education provider’s hourly rate
for the free entitlement for two, three and four year olds includes an amount to help
meet the children’s needs as soon as they are identified.

The provider can also apply to the Early Years and Childcare Service for an interim
additional payment through the Inclusion Fund. This is for funded 2, 3 and 4 year
olds with emerging and suspected SEND.
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For children with more severe and complex SEND, the setting can apply for early
years High Needs Funding if they have an eligible child accessing all or part of their
free entitlement with them.

The Early Years and Childcare Service can also organise the loan of specialist
equipment. This might be specialist seating or sensory equipment.

This needs to be requested by the health professional who may be working with
your child and the setting. This might be a physiotherapist or occupational therapist.
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If you are receiving Disability Living Allowance for your 3 or 4 year old child and can
show the setting a copy of evidence showing you receive this, the setting can apply
for the Disability Access Fund.

This is a one-off payment which the setting can claim from the local authority or LA.
In our county of Suffolk the LA pays £1,000 to the setting which is more than the
amount required by the Department for Education.

This fund aims to help providers to make their settings more accessible for children
with disabilities. This might help the setting to make reasonable adjustments or
purchase specialist equipment to help meet the needs of a disabled child.
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The Disability Access Fund does not have to be spent on the individual child. It
could be spent on general improvements to accessibility or specialist training which
will benefit the disabled child and others.

A child receiving the Disability access fund will have clearly identified needs and so
they will be eligible for High Needs Funding.

The Disability access fund (or DAF) is not paid for:
2 year olds and

4 year olds in reception classes.
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We have more information about early years funding on our Suffolk SENDIASS
website which may help you.
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Many parents aren’t sure if their child might benefit from an Education, Health and
Care (or EHC) needs assessment so we’re going to take a few minutes to explain
this process.
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If a child may have SEN which may need support which goes beyond the resources
available to an early years setting for SEN support, the family or the setting could
request an EHC needs assessment.

These help identify the education, health and care needs which are making it difficult
for a child to learn and to access learning. They also identify the support which may
be required to meet those needs.
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The law says that:

‘A local authority or LA must secure or do an EHC needs assessment if it considers
that the child or young person has or may have SEN (special educational needs)
and it may be necessary for special educational provision to be made in accordance
with an EHC plan.’


https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/
https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/
https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/
https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/
https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/
https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/

(Children and Families Act 2014, Section 36 (8))

In other words, if the child is likely to need support which goes beyond the resources
and advice routinely available to a setting to provide SEN support.
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A parent or carer or someone with parental responsibility or the setting can request
an EHC needs assessment at any time. (Other practitioners, like a therapist or
health visitor can also raise your child with the local authority and say why they think
an EHC needs assessment might be helpful.)

An EHC needs assessment is the first step towards getting an Education, Health
and Care (or EHC) plan.

If a child has health or care needs but no special educational needs, an EHC needs
assessment will not be agreed as these assessments are all about unpicking the
barriers to learning.
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We have lots of information and videos about the EHC process on our Suffolk
SENDIASS website and YouTube channel which you might find helpful.
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Now just a word about specialist settings in the early years.

The majority of children with SEND are well supported in mainstream early years
settings, including those who may have an EHC plan.

Some children may need specialist provision where the service cares only for
children with SEND and staff will have additional training.

A specialist setting may be considered as part of an EHC needs assessment or an
annual review of an existing EHC plan.

For other children referrals can be made by practitioners working with the child.
They would usually do the referral paperwork with parents helping to complete it.
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Perhaps your child already has an Education, Health and Care plan that you feel is
no longer working.


https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/
https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/
https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/
https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/
https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/
https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBWXVnoyeC5p48nGvnvA6Cg/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBWXVnoyeC5p48nGvnvA6Cg/videos

The local authority must review your child’s EHC plan at least once a year. This is
known as the annual review.

For a child under 5 years, the SEND code recommends that the LA consider a
review every 3 — 6 months. A more frequent review can be streamlined depending
on the needs of the child.

The aim of the review is to check that the plan is doing its job in supporting your
child to make progress and make sure it is up-to-date and current, reflecting all your
child’s current needs.

The LA must seek your views so you can share if you feel that the plan needs to
change (do you feel new strategies of support are needed, or new advice or
assessment?) Of maybe you feel that your child would benefit from a different type
of setting.
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Many children with SEN may also have medical needs or a disability so it's
important to consider how support can be put in place.
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When it comes to medical needs, the SEND Code is clear that:

‘All early year providers should take steps to ensure that children with medical
conditions get the support required to meet those needs.’

(SEND Code of Practice, para 5.11)
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For a child with medical needs you could ask about putting together an Individual
Healthcare plan or IHP.

This is different from an Education, Health and Care plan.

An IHP records the key information about a child’s medical needs, the actions that
are required by staff to support the child effectively, who will provide the support and
when.

(Medical conditions at school template individual healthcare plan)



http://www.medicalconditionsatschool.org.uk/documents/Individual%20Healthcare%20plan__Part%202.pdf
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Where early years settings need support for a child with a medical condition they
can seek training through the health specialist working with your child.

The setting can also discuss with you and the health professional whether any risk
assessments are needed, including for emergency evacuation procedures.

When it comes to medicines, the Early Years and Foundation Stage framework
states that medicines must not usually be administered unless they have been
prescribed.
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The Family and Childcare Trust has a range of videos and stories including
regarding children with medical conditions which you may find helpful.
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All early year providers have duties under the Equality Act of 2010.

They must make reasonable adjustments, including the provision of auxiliary aids
and services for disabled children to prevent them being at a substantial
disadvantage.

An auxiliary aid is anything which gives additional support or assistance to a
disabled child so this could be a piece of equipment like specialist seating or toilet
aids or it might mean specialist training or perhaps an adaptation to a building.

All publicly funded early year providers must also promote equality of opportunity.
(SEND Code of Practice, paragraph 5.10)
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All early years providers must also:

Provide information for parents on how they support children with SEN and
disabilities and should regularly review and evaluate the quality and breadth of the
support they offer or can access for children with SEN or disabilities.’

(SEND Code of Practice, paragraph 5.7)

So talk to your child’s setting if this information is not clear or not readily available.
This information should help you when you are exploring and agreeing the right
support for your child.
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We have further information about inclusion and support for pupils with SEN,
disabilities and medical conditions on our SENDIASS website and YouTube
channel. Some of this is focussed on school age children and we know that many
parents of pre-school children like to have an understanding of school processes
before their child makes the transition to primary school.
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We’'ll finish this recording with highlighting some resources and organsiations which
can offer support for parents.
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Contact for families of disabled children can offer a range of workshops for parents
and carers including around toilet training, encouraging positive behaviour and
money matters which may help you.

Slide 73

If your child is experiencing some sleep issues, Suffolk Wellbeing in Education free
resources include this advice produced by the Psychology and Therapeutic service.

Psychology and Therapeutic Services: Sleep Resources
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This same service includes a small team of Inclusion Facilitators who have
produced a number of free resources for families including this information about
transitional objects which may help a young child to feel secure.

Suffolk Inclusion Facilitator free resources

Slide 75

If your child has some physical needs, you may like to check out the Bumblebee
Children’s charity based in Ipswich in Suffolk. this specialist centre works together
with families to support babies and young children with physical difficulties.


https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/pts/sleep/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/pts/if/free-resources/
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Or you could explore the Cambridgeshire NHS resources and free online learning
videos for children with physical needs:

Cambridgeshire Occupational Therapy Resources

Cambridgeshire Online Learning — coordination and motor skills
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The National Childhood Bureau has a number of videos which explore different
aspects of play and sharing books together.

Slide 78
And the organisation PACEY which specialises in support for early years
practitioners also has information and advice for families which you may find helpful.
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If your child has sensory processing differences then you might like to explore the
Humber sensory processing hub..

Humber NHS Sensory Processing Hub
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..or Sheffield’s NHS range of free resources for understanding and supporting
children with sensory processing difficulties.

Sheffield NHS sensory processing difficulties
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Finally, the Coram Family and Childcare website has information about support in
the early years and financial support which you may find helpful.
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This video was made by Suffolk SENDIASS but every county will have an impatrtial
and confidential SEND Information, Advice and Support service.



https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/cambridgeshire-children's-occupational-therapy
https://www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/cambridgeshire-children's-occupational-therapy/coordination-and-motor-skills---online-learning
https://www.pacey.org.uk/
https://sensoryprocessinghub.humber.nhs.uk/
https://www.sheffieldchildrens.nhs.uk/services/child-development-and-neurodisability/sensory-processing-difficulties/
https://suffolksendiass.co.uk/

